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Overview

o Statistics 

o Current situation in HE

o Changes for 2012

o Apply 2012



Applicants (final figures for 2010) 

Country Applicants Accepts 

UK 586,821 424,634

EU 47,318 25,607

Non EU 63,212 37,088



Placed through other routes in 2010

 Clearing: 42,883

 Extra: 7,018

 Adjustment: 380 



15th January deadline 

▪ 27,000 applications submitted on 15th January

▪ 56,000 logged onto Apply for the first time on 13th January

▪ 75,000 applications over 14/15th January 

▪ Calls:

▫ Normal week: 17,000 

▫ W/C 10/01: 38,962 

▫ Last 4 opening  hours of 15th : almost 4,000 calls 



Total applicant figures as at 23 May 2011 

2010 2011 Difference  

(+/-) 

% 

Difference

Total 

Applicants 

637,773 647,008 9,235 1.4%

UK 545,798 550,147 4,349 0.8%



2012 updates at UCAS 



Apply and Course Search releases

 May: 2012 course search to be published 

without fee information

 8 June: Apply 2012  went live for registration

 July: Course fee information updated onto 

course search

 Sept: Apply goes live for applications to be 

submitted  



Changes to Apply 2012 

 Student Finance link

 Extended Character Set

 Other changes 



Student Finance - England 



Extended Character Set 

• Applicants will be able to enter into certain fields 

characters from an extended range of character 

sets 

• To support the Welsh Language Act (1993) and 

in doing so, further allow applicants to enter 

European characters

• Fields:

 Name

 Address 

 Personal statement

 Reference 

Â é õ



Apply changes - other

 14 day rule – now 7 days

 Substitutions

 Cancelling application for a full refund 

 Changing replies without HEI permission 

 Admissions tests are now listed under the letter 

of the individual test

 Predicted grades drop down list for Access 

students 

 Changes to wording e.g. Opt in to receive 

General & sales information



Contextual Data 

What is it?

 Data that may be part of or additional to, that on 

the UCAS application that sets the application in 

its educational and / or socio economic context

 Can be self declared: illness, carer, disability

 Other contextual data: interviews, admissions 

tests, auditions

 Helps to support fair admissions



Basket of data for HEIs

Educational Background

 % of students achieving 5  A* -C 

GCSE (must inc 

English/Welsh/Maths)

 Average (mean)  QCA points 

best 8 GCSE performance

 Average (mean) of QCA points 

per A Level entry or equivalent

 Average (mean) of QCA points 

per A Level student or equivalent 

Socio-Economic Background

 % of students entitled to free 

school meals (local authority)

 % of students entitled to an EMA 

and % registered for EMA 

 Lives in low progression to HE 

neighbourhood (POLAR 2) 

Institutions will sign up to receive the 

information



Use of data by institutions

 UCAS website will show which 

institutions are taking the data from 

UCAS

 Institutions are encouraged to  publish 

a policy on their use of contextual data 

 How data is used is the domain of the 

institutions

- SPA have issued best practice advice

www.spa.ac.uk

http://www.spa.ac.uk/


New Developments 

 Advisers Toolkit: 

 www.ucas.com/adviserstoolkit

 Lesson exercises 

 Adviser checklist

 Email template for parents

 Myth buster sheet

 In May mailing 

http://www.ucas.com/adviserstoolkit


Recent developments:

 Top 10 queries

 Question agent 

 New publication

 Youtube training:

 Personal statements

 Choosing where to go and what to study

 Making the application



Ongoing projects: 

• Admissions Process Review:

 Completion date - Sept 2011

 Implementation – ready for those applying for 2014 entry

 What will change?

• Technology refresh 

• Qualifications Information Review :

 Reviewing what information requirements HEIs have regarding 

qualifications to enable them to make reasonable admissions decisions 

 Phase 1: Phone interviews and focus groups

 June – reporting on phase 1 findings 

 Phase 2 – dependent on findings 

www.ucas.com/reviews/qireview/survey

http://www.ucas.com/reviews/qireview/survey
http://www.ucas.com/reviews/qireview/survey


Contacts 

• Qualifications information Review:

• Richard Spencer – r.spencer@ucas.ac.uk

• Admissions Review: 

 Tammy Long – t.long@ucas.ac.uk

mailto:r.spencer@ucas.ac.uk
mailto:t.long@ucas.ac.uk


Questions


